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Dear Stan and John, 

The SILVER SURFER is now my favorite comic. Why? Be- 
cause, in my opinion, this particular magazine most cleverly 
discloses the eternal battle that exists between the forces 
of good and the forces of evil. Through his eyes,we see the 
hate ond the evil that make men their victim in this world. Even 
though love and kindness are strong, they are being con- 
stantly challenged by the destructive forces of evil. From 
issue number one, the magazine has been trying to illustrate 
this aspect and this is what makes that comic more out- 
standing than the others. 

After reading SILVER SURFER number 6, | discovered that 
you have made a catalysmic mistake: on page five to seven, 
you show that the Surfer goes through time. This із impossi- 
ble in practice, according to Einstein’s theory. It states: when 
any form of object approaches the speed of light, the parti- 
cles composing it increase in volume and the object slows 
down, thus making it impossible to pass the speed of light. 
So, according to this theory, the Surfer couldn't have possi- 
bly passed the speed of light. Apart from that error, the 
story was very well constructed and | hope that you will con- 
tinue turning out masterpieces of this type. ‘Nuff soid — 
I think! Gabriel Barbeau, 12 Lowrey Street 

Ottawa 3, Ontario, Canada 

Hmmm .. . 505.5#6 was great except that the whole 
story was impossible, eh? Well, you're probably right, 
Gabriel, so in the future maybe we'll try to stick to 
the palpable, possible, plausible things about our hal- 
cyon hero — like the fact that he has a silvery coating 
and rides thru the sky on а mentally-directed surf- 
board. 

(Forgive us, раі... we aren't trying to put you 
down, honest. But there are certain ironies connected 
with putting out a mag dealing with any superhero 
mag, let alone THE SILVER SURFER, and every once in 
а while we just haveta let off steam and point out а 
few of ‘em for the cognoscenti out there in Marvel-land 
... whose numbers are obviously legion! Glad you liked 
the rest of the ish, Gabe!) 


Dear Stan and John, 

Since issue #3, | have considered the SILVER SURFER to 
be the best of Marvel's many magazines, Unfortunately, the 
June issue didn’t quite live up to my expectations. 

The Surfer looks different this time. John has changed the 
мау in which he highlights Surty’s metal skin. The old way 
was better. Ashe is, he looks too much like а very pale bold 
gentleman. 

Another point — the issue started with the Surfer mourn- 
ing his sad fate. This is getting to be a cliché. It is an essen- 
tial part of the strip, but it should be introduced more subtly. 

The SILVER SURFER generally contains a moral. This issue 
seems, strangely, to lack one. After the lessons against sav- 
agery printed in the issue immediately preceding, #6 is es- 
pecially weak. Who’ hoppen? 

Another thing that bothered me: Why didn’t the Surfer 
simply go back in time? It seems the obvious solution to his 
problems. If he had gone back to a time before the force- 
shield hod been created, he would have had several ad- 
vantages. Most important, Shalla Bal would still be living 
оп Zenn-La. By going forward in time, he reached a point 
where she had already died. 

Except for that lack of logic, the story was well-written, 
and Buscema is one of the very best artists in the Bullpen, 
Keep it up! J. Scott Stewart, Р.О.В. 905 

Hastings, Nebraska 68901 

So Gabe Barbeau thinks the ish was great except for 
the impossibility of time travel, while J. Scott Stewart 
pound it splendid except for a total lack of redeeming 
logic, 

Apparently, Stan and John are doing something 
right. They just kind’a wish somebody would tell ‘em 
just what it is! 
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Dear Stan and John, 

Though biology is not my greatest subject, | shall attempt 
to dissect SILVER SURFER #6. And, if you feel like screaming 
at any time during the experiment, feel free! 

A: The cover. The large, wide-mouthed alien at bottom 
was represented well, as was his guard, in the background. 
The Surfer, however, was lacking in detail . . . making а 
nice change from the norm. All in all, congratulations. 

B: The story. Excellent!! Though time travel was not par- 
ticularly original, the overall result was spectacular. The 
time paradox was enough to make one’s head spin, and | 
gave up on it after ten minutes. One complaint, though: in 
this story, you have limited the boundaries of the universe, 
making it finite. І do not believe the Overlord could possi- 
bly have destroyed all human life in the universe, as it is 
seemingly endless. To do so would take a lifetime. 

From the Surfer's attitude, he expected to see Shalla Bal 
again. This meant that it couldn't have been very far into 
the future (100,150 years ) and thus, there would be many 
planets still in existence to oppose the Overlord. What about 
the Kree? Surely, they could destroy him! And the Skrull 
Empire? And, any of a billion other alien planets you have 
brought into your story. And then (you're gonna hate те!) 
what about the race of the Watchers? Sure, their code for- 
bids them, but not in self-defense! Were they destroyed, too? 
And the Stranger, and Galactus? And, what of the Norse 
and Olympian gods? Had they been destroyed, also? And 

‚. well, that’s enough. | come to praise Marvel, not to bury 
и! 

С: The art. FANTASTIC is the only word! Sal Buscema’s 
inking is excellent for John’s pencils. 

D: The Watcher story. Great! ۸۸4 ۰ 

E: The vividness of your book. | can almost see a silver 
guy оп а surfboard coming through my window like а. 

Alan Brennert, 90 Lupton Lane 
Haledon, New Jersey 07508 


To tell the truth, Alan, we had as many reasons for 
digging your letter as you had for grooving оп 5526. 
We enumerate them as follows: 

A: We liked it. 

B: We liked it. 

С: We — well, we sort’a figure you get the general 
idea by now. 

Excelsior, Jerseyite! 


Dear Stan and John, 

1 ат not going to try to introduce my letter the way some 
of your fans do by giving phrases and phrases of allitera- 
tion and five-dollar words, because even though | enjoy 
these letters, | am not equipped to imitate one of them. 
However, І will say this, “І like your magazines because І 
think they are good, even if a bit fantastic.” And, further- 
more, my deepest sympathies and affections are now not 
аз much for the Hulk as for the magnificent Silver Surfer. 

It is when | began reading of him in the last issue, SILVER 
SURFER #6, “Worlds Without End” that the following ques- 
tion arose in my mind: “Who is the most powerful char- 
acter, human, thing, beast, or otherwise intelligent. being 
ever created by you and your staff?” | realize the Thing is 
strong, but the Hulk is stronger. The Silver Surfer is stronger 
than both of these put together. But, Galactus defeated his 
herald handily, and the Stranger could have done so in 
5.5.#5, “And Who Shall Mourn for Him?” The most re- 
cently powerful figure is in SILVER SURFER #6-the Over- 
lord=who, as it seems, conquered the entire universe. (Ву 
the way, where were Galactus and the Stranger at the time 
of his conquests?) But, to finish my letter: Who is your most 
powerful character, past or present? 

Jerry Slawych, 1829 Barton St. E. 
Hamilton 31, Ont., Canada 


That's а question never settled, Jerry ... and опе 
that, frankly, comes up rather more often than we 
care to think about it. There is definitely an upper 
echelon of the Surfer, Thor, and Hulk — with the wat 
bound Sub-Mariner not far behind — but that, of course, 
is only among the heroes! 

Certain villains, good-guys, and neutrals (such as 
the ones you mentioned, plus the occasionally wishy- 
washy Watcher, great Zeus, and big daddy Odin) are, 
as you state, as far above any of our heroes as the lat- 
ter are above us normal types. But which is the most 
powerful? And does there stand some yet-to-be-intro- 
duced character who will dwarf them all? We've been 
bending over backward lately not to pull a cop-out on 
any of our readers’ questions, but this is one for which 
we frankly have no answer as уе! — so we'll have to 
beg off and let you frantic ones continue to bat the 
matter about, as you’ve been doing now for lo, these 
many years! 


Dear Stan and John, 

1 for one have become a devout Marvel:fani Especially in 
relation to your brilliant and soulful SILVER SURFER. For 
years, | had devoted myself singularly to non-fictional, in- 
tellectual reading material. During that time, | had come to 
learn there was one theme stressed in these books common 
to all who are great — individuality. Individuality connotes 
to me integrity, self-ossurance, concern for others, respect 
for oneself, and a certain depth of mind and heart, encom- 
passing a broad and understanding intellect. The individual 
is а true intellectual, which is one who possesses and shows 
a power of the mind to grasp ideas and relations, to exercise 
dispassionate reason and rational judgment and refined 
taste — the facylty of discerning and appreciating what is 
beautiful or appropriate, and what is peculiarly correct for 
а given situation, context, etc.,ergo, the SILVER SURFER, the 
embodiment of all the above. 

Never have | seen such a skillful portrayal of these facets 
of the true individual as was evocated in SILVER SURFER 
#5. And, to see the Surfer build a liaison and friendship with 
another fine person, Al Harper, was to see what brotherhood 
means. With John and Sal Buscema, as illustrator and em- 
bellisher, respectively, and such a letterer as Sam Rosen, the 
effect and affect came across most cogently and powerfully, 
With these talents and scripts by Stan Lee, is it any wonder 
Marvel is becoming the example of what true and harmoni- 
ous artistry can accomplish? ‘Nuff said! 

James R. Jonas, 1366 Park Way 
Dinuba, California 93618 


Not quite, James. Ме ге taken too much aback to 
comment at length on your self-explanatory letter... 


and anything we could say would probably sound 
either immodest or ridiculously self-effacing. So, ме“! 
just say thanks for the kind words — and the cogent 


critique — and let it go at that. But we appreciate ‘em, 
| friend — and don’t let anybody ever tell you different! 


РАН END ТО WAN 


